THE 

Coin  Collector  s 

Journal 


Mexico  City — Courtyard  of  the  Mint 


4 


MARCH-APRIL  1948 


ivor 


exclusively 
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an  attractive  — flexible  — compact  way  to  house  foreign  coins 


BLOCKS  assorted 


WE  CANNOT  ACCEPT  ORDERS  FOR  LESS  THAN  50  BLOCKS 


The  openings  in  the  blocks  where  the  coin  is  inserted  come  in  21  diameters 
ranging  from  V2"  to  1 % " . They  graduate  in  size  by  sixteenths  of  an  inch 
from  the  smallest  to  the  largest  opening.  The  number  assigned  to  each  size 
represents  the  opening  in  sixteenths  of  an  inch.  F\>r  instance  No.  8 is  y2" 
and  No.  28  is  1 % The  sizes  from  No.  8 to  No.  12  are  cut  in  a block  which 
measures  1 x 2 Vn  inches.  All  of  the  remaining  sizes  from  No.  13  to  No.  28 
are  cut  in  a block  measuring  2 x 2 inches. 


TRAYS  6 x 11  inches  35  CENTS  EACH 
(hold  10  full'size  blocks  or  20  half'size) 


L Abt  bturuily  constri 
with  brown  leatherette 
10  trays.  Price  per  c? 
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THE  CASA  DE  MONEDA  OF  MEXICO 

By  GEORGE  W.  HUSKER 


The  Casa  de  Moneda  of  Mexico  can 
claim  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  old- 
est in  America,  having  been  created 
jointly  with  the  mints  of  Potosi  in  Peru 
and  Santa  Fe  in  Nueva  Granada  by 
virtue  of  a Royal  Decree  of  May  11, 
1535. 

In  15  37  the  first  silver  coins  were 
turned  out  by  the  new  establishment  and 
within  a short  time  silver  pieces  had 
been  struck  in  denominations  of  eight 
reales,  four  reales,  three  reales,  two 
reales,  one  real  and  one-half  real.  At 
the  outset,  the  Mint  of  Mexico,  as  well 
as  the  other  new  world  mints,  were  pro- 
hibited from  coining  gold  or  copper  but 
in  D'42  the  regulations  were  relaxed  and 
the  Viceroy  permitted  the  Mint  of 
Mexico  to  strike  copper  coins  valued  at 
four  and  two  maravedis. 

It  was  extremely  difficult  to  distinguish 
between  the  various  silver  denominations, 
especially  between  the  four  and  three 
real  coins,  and  because  of  the  resulting 
confusion,  the  latter  piece  was  discon- 
tinued. The  copper  issues  were  also  sus- 
pended within  a short  time  because  of 
their  unpopularity  among  the  native 
population  and  also  because  of  technical 
difficulties  which  arose  in  their  manu- 
facture. It  was  not  until  1814  that  cop- 
per coins  were  again  minted.  In  that 


year  the  Viceroy  ordered  coinage  of 
cuartillas,  tlacos  and  pilones  correspond- 
ing to  1/4,  1/8  and  1/16  of  a real  re- 
spectively. 

A Royal  Decree  of  February  25,  1675 
permitted  the  coinage  of  gold  by  the 
Mexican  Mint  and  the  first  gold  coins 
were  made  in  1679.  The  specifications 
were  based  on  those  employed  in  the 
mother  country  in  the  coinage  of  gold, 
that  is,  the  pieces  were  of  22  carat  fine- 
ness and  each  coin  was  valued  at  440 
maravedis.  These  specifications  permitted 
the  gold  coins  of  the  Mint  of  Mexico  to 
circulate  on  par  with  the  gold  coins 
struck  in  Spain.  The  first  change  in  the 
specifications  of  the  gold  coinage  took 
place  almost  one  hundred  years  later 
when  a Royal  Ordinance  of  March  18, 
1771  reduced  the  fineness  of  the  gold 
pieces  from  916.66  (22  carats)  to  875.00 
(21  carats).  At  the  same  time  the  fine- 
ness of  the  silver  coins  was  reduced 
from  916.66  to  902.77. 

The  Congress  of  Mexico  created  a new 
national  metallic  currency  in  1823  and 
while  the  new  coins  bore  the  arms  of  the 
Republic  instead  of  the  portrait  of  the 
reigning  sovereign,  the  fineness  and 
weight  of  the  coins  were  not  altered. 
The  standards  set  by  the  Royal  Ordin- 
ance of  1771  were  maintained  by  the 
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Top  -Director  Carlos 
Lower — A corner  of 
28 


T.  Martinez  (left)  and  engraver  Manuel  L.  Negrete  with  a furnace  used 
for  tempering  dies. 

the  engraving  department.  Sub-chief  Francisco  Rivera  Paniagua  with  a 
small  hand  press. 
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Republic  until  1905  when  the  Law  of 
March  25,  1905  raised  the  fineness  of 
the  gold  from  875  to  900  and  lowered 
the  fineness  of  the  silver  fractional  pieces 
from  902.77  to  800.  The  peso  continued 
on  the  standard  of  902.77  until  World 
War  I when  successive  reductions  in  1918 
and  1919  brought  the  fineness  of  the 
peso  and  its  fractions  down  to  720. 

Coinage  of  copper  came  to  a close 
in  1899  when  the  last  issues  of  copper 
one  centavo  pieces  were  made.  From 
that  time  bronze  has  been  employed  for 
the  smaller  denominations  of  one  and 
two  centavos  and  in  recent  years  in  coins 
as  high  as  20  centavos  in  value.  Nickel 
was  first  regularly  used  in  the  coinage 
in  1905  altho  for  a brief  period  (1882' 
1883)  a tew  nickel  5,  2 and  1 centavo 
pieces  had  been  struck. 

The  Mint  of  Mexico  has  not  always 
occupied  the  ancient  edifice  in  which  it 
is  now  found.  At  first,  when  it  was 
known  as  the  Fundicion  (Foundry),  it 
was  situated  in  the  Calle  de  Monterdla 
(now  Calle  de  5 de  Febrero).  In  1562 
the  palace  of  the  Cortez  family  was  pur' 
chased  by  the  State  and  seven  years  later 
the  Mint  was  moved  into  those  premises. 
The  site  is  now  occupied  by  the  National 
Museum  of  Archeology,  History  and 
Ethnology  altho  the  street  on  which  the 
institution  is  situated  still  bears  the  name 
of  Calle  de  la  Moneda. 

The  Mint  grew  steadilly  in  importance 
from  the  very  beginning.  It  was  not  only 
the  sole  mint  in  the  Colony  but  it  was 
also  the  agency  responsible  for  the  cob 
lection  of  the  quinto  real,  a royal  tax 
imposed  on  the  production  of  precious 
metals.  By  1729  the  Mint  had  outgrown 
its  quarters  and  it  was  imperative  that 
relief  be  given  and  new  quarters  be  con' 
structed  for  its  expanding  operations. 
So  important  was  the  project  that  Don 
Nicolas  Peinado  was  sent  expressly  from 
Spain  as  director  of  construction.  Work 
on  the  structure  began  in  1731  and  was 
completed  in  1734  with  an  outlay  of 
$5  54,600.00.  From  1772  until  1782  con' 
struction  of  an  addition  to  the  new 
building  was  in  progress  and  this  resulted 


in  an  additional  expenditure  of  $449/ 

893.00.  In  1874  the  Mint  of  Mexico 
was  leased  under  a contract  which  speci' 
lied  in  part  that  the  establishment  would 
surrender  its  quarters  in  the  Palacio 
Nacional  and  move  to  the  Calle  del 
Apartado  where  it  is  now  located.  The 
alteration  of  the  new  premises  began  in 
March  1848  and  was  finished  in  two 
years.  However  the  installation  of  ma' 
chinery  and  equipment  required  addb 
tional  time  and  coinage  was  not  turned 
out  of  the  new  quarters  until  July  1850. 

During  the  Colonial  period,  that  is, 
from  15  37  until  1821,  the  output  of 
the  mint  amounted  to  $2,151,581,961.00. 
Of  this  total  $68,778,41 1.00  was  in  gold 
coins;  $2,082,260,657.00  in  silver  coins; 
and  $542,893.00  in  copper  money.  The 
outstanding  years  from  the  standpoint 
of  value  of  coinage  struck  were  the  year 
1777  when  $819,214.00  of  gold  and 
$20,705,591.00  of  silver  coins  were  mint' 
ed  and  the  year  1805  when  the  output 
reached  the  figure  of  $1,359,814.00  in 
gold  and  $25,806,074.00  in  silver.  In 
more  recent  times  notable  years  for  pro' 
duction  were  1918  with  gold  coinage  of 
$63,915,000.00  and  1932  when  $50/ 

770.000. 00  in  silver  were  struck.  In 
1947  old  records  for  production  of 
silver  coinage  were  broken  when  the 
Mint  coined  $87,010,000.00  in  silver  5 
and  1 peso  pieces. 

The  money  of  the  Colonial  epoch  can 
be  divided  into  three  great  groups.  The 
first  coinage  lasting  from  1537  to  1731, 
was  hammered  coinage,  lor  the  most  part 
of  irregular  shape  and  unequal  weight. 
On  one  side  of  these  pieces  are  a cross, 
two  castles  and  two  lions;  on  the  other 
face  there  appears  either  two  columns 
or  a shield  of  arms.  Starting  in  1732  a 
new  type  appeared — the  pillars  design. 
Minting  technique  had  improved  greatly 
by  this  time  and  the  coins  were  a distinct 
improvement  over  the  early  issues.  These 
coins  have  on  one  side  the  arms  of  Spain 
and  on  the  other  two  globes  between  two 
pillars  or  columns  with  the  famous  motto 
“Plus  Ultra.”  The  eight  reales  piece 
of  this  coinage  was  the  celebrated  pillar 
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Top — A room  in  the  Coining  Department  where  planchets  are  stamped. 
Lower  A section  of  the  Coining  Department  with  a row  of  coining  presses. 
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dollar  which  was  accepted  in  all  of  the 
markets  of  the  world.  The  third  and 
last  type,  struck  after  1771,  featured  the 
effigy  of  the  sovereign  on  the  obverse. 
The  portraits  of  Charles  III,  Charles  IV 
and  Ferdinand  VII  appear  on  these  coins 
which  were  issued  until  the  period  of 
Independence. 

During  the  wars  of  Independence 
(1810  to  1821)  provisional  mints  were 
set  up  at  Chihuahua,  Durango,  Guadab 
ajara,  Guanajuato,  Somhrerete  and 
Zacatecas.  After  independence  had  been 
achieved  additional  mints  were  opened 
at  Alamos,  Culican,  Guadalupe  y Calvo, 
Hermosillo,  Oaxaco,  Real  de  Catorce, 
and  San  Luis  Potosi.  The  mints  of 
Somhrerete,  Guadalupe  y Calvo,  Real  de 
Catorce  and  others  were  in  operation  for 
only  a brief  time  but  the  continued  exist' 
ence  of  the  others  had  the  effect  of  dimin- 
ishing the  importance  of  the  original  mint 
in  the  capital  city. 

From  1847  until  1892  the  Mint  of 
Mexico  was  in  the  hands  of  private  inter- 
ests by  the  terms  of  the  lease  previously 
mentioned.  In  the  latter  year  the  Gov- 
ernment rescinded  the  contracts  of  lease 
and  resumed  operation  of  the  Mint  of 
Mexico  as  a state  enterprise.  In  March 
1893  the  mint  coined  its  initial  issues 
under  the  new  government  regime. 

The  operations  of  the  mint  have  ex- 
panded considerably  in  the  present  cen- 
tury and  particularly  since  1905  when 
the  last  of  the  State  mints  was  closed. 
To  give  an  idea  of  the  immensity  of 
the  mint  ouptut,  the  value  of  the  coin- 
age turned  out  by  the  Mint  of  Mexico 
from  June  1,  1905  until  December  31, 
1945  reached  the  figure  of  $1,342,760,- 
263.55.  This  figure  is  broken  down  as 
follows— 


Gold 

Silver 

Copper  nickel 

Nickel 

Bronze 

Total 


$5 18,964,966.00 
$749,546,692.70 
$ 14,733,750.00 
$ 1,911,181.70 

$ 56,603,673.15 


1,342,760,362.55 


The  operations  of  the  Mint  are  divided 
between  the  Administrative  and  Techni- 
cal staffs.  The  Administrative  Division 
is  responsible  for  all  functions  pertain- 
ing to  exchange,  accounting,  statistics, 
etc.  The  Technical  offices  include  the 
Engraving  department  where  the  dies 
are  made;  the  Foundry  which  prepares 
the  alloys;  the  Coining  Department 
which  receives  the  ingots  from  the 
foundry  and  then  carries  on  all  further 
operations  until  the  metal  is  converted 
into  money  ready  for  circulation;  the 
Assay  Department  which  insures  that 
the  coins  meet  with  the  legal  specifica- 
tions and  which  also  tests  the  fineness  of 
all  precious  metals  intended  for  export: 
and  lastly  the  various  workshops  which 
are  concerned  with  maintenance  of  the 
buildings,  machinery  and  equipment. 

The  Coining  Department  is  well 
equipped  with  machinery  of  the  most 
modern  type  and  compares  favorably 
with  similar  departments  in  the  principal 
mints  of  the  new  and  old  world.  The 
equipment  includes  20  coining  presses, 
24  rolling  presses,  7 annealing  ovens,  18 
machines  for  stamping  out  planchets,  18 
automatic  balances,  etc.,  etc.  With  this 
equipment  the  Coining  Department  has 
sufficient  capacity  to  mint  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a million  coins  of  peso  size 
in  an  eight  hour  day. 

During  the  past  year  the  Mint  carried 
a heavy  schedule  due  to  the  abnormal 
demand  for  the  new  five  and  one  peso 
pieces  authorized  in  1947.  Over  80 
million  pieces  of  money  were  coined 
during  the  year  in  denominations  as 
follows: 


Number  of  pieces 
Denomination  struck  in  1947 


Value 


5 peso-silver  5,110,000 

1 peso-silver  61,460,000 
1 centavo-hronze  13,445,000 


$25,550,000.00 

61,460,000.00 

134,450.00 


Total  80,015,000  $87,144,450.00 
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POLAND 

Coins  of  tlio  World  No.  17 

The  military  career  ot  John  111  Sobie- 
ski  reached  its  apex  on  September  12, 
1683  when  he  led  the  charge  of  Polish 
cavalry  which  routed  the  Ottoman  armies 
gathered  to  besiege  Vienna.  The  glori- 
ous victory  not  only  lilted  the  siege  of 
the  city  but  also  liberated  the  whole  of 
Hungary  from  the  yoke  of  the  invading 
army.  This  10  zlote  silver  piece  (CW 
No.  17),  picturing  the  cloaked  and  hatted 
commander-in-chief  of  Poland's  military 
forces,  was  issued  in  1933  in  commemora- 
tion of  that  stirring  event. 

In  his  earlier  days  Sobieski  had,  at 
times,  acted  in  such  a manner  as  to 
prejudice  the  welfare  of  his  native  land. 
He  had  accepted  bribes  from  Louis  XIV 
of  France  and  had  openly  conspired 
against  Michael,  the  duly  elected  King 
of  Poland.  However  when  his  country 
was  imperilled  by  the  Eastern  invaders 
he  rehabilitated  himself  in  the  eyes  of 
his  countrymen  by  a series  of  brilliant 
victories  over  the  Turks,  culminating  in 
the  campaign  which  relieved  Vienna. 

These  10  zlote  pieces,  heretofore  not 
minted,  were  created  by  a decree  of 
August  27,  1932.  The  silver  pieces  au- 
thorized by  this  legislation  were  smaller 
in  size  than  the  silver  coins  previously 
struck. 


POLAND 

Coins  of  the  World  No.  19 

This  10  zlote  piece  (CW  No.  19) 
bearing  the  effigy  of  Josef  Pilsudski  was 
issued  in  1934.  The  absence  of  any  ob- 
verse legend  except  a small  date  near  the 
shoulder,  focuses  attention  on  the  power- 
ful rendition  of  the  portrait  of  the  old 
warrior,  then  in  his  67th  year. 

The  lifetime  of  Pilsudski  had  been  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  Polish  freedom. 
World  War  I found  him  fighting  with 
the  Austrian  and  German  armies  in 
opposition  to  the  Czar  but  his  spectacu- 
lar successes  linked  with  his  nationalistic 
ambitions  brought  on  him  the  disfavor 
of  the  High  Command.  Pilsudski  and 
his  Polish  legionnaires  refused  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Central 
Powers  in  1917  whereupon  he  was 
stripped  of  his  command  and  jailed. 
The  Socialist  revolution  in  Germany  set 
him  free  and  he  took  upon  himself  the 
task  of  establishing  a Polish  govern- 
ment,  organizing  its  army  and  acting  as 
temporary  head  of  the  State.  When  a 
constitutional  president  was  elected  in 
1922  Pilsudski  retired.  A coup  d’etat  of 
May  1926  brought  him  back  on  the 
scene  as  virtual  dictator.  He  assumed  the 
offices  of  Premier  and  Minister  of  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  retained  these  posts 
until  his  death  in  1935. 
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AUSTRIA 

Coins  of  the  World  No.  7 

On  February  28,  1934  the  Austrian 
Cabinet  deeided  to  withdraw  the  5 
schilling  paper  notes  and  to  issue  5 
schilling  silver  coins.  Several  official  rea' 
sons  were  cited:  (1)  Small  denomination 
notes  were  a temporary  expedient  grow' 
ing  out  of  the  War;  (2)  Replacement 
costs  made  small  notes  more  costly  to 
keep  in  circulation  than  coins;  (3)  Paper 
notes  of  less  than  10  schillings  were  con- 
trary to  Austrian  tradition;  (4)  The 
trend  thruout  Europe  was  to  discard 
small  notes  in  favor  of  metallic  currency. 
Accordingly  Federal  Decree  of  July  25, 
1934  ordered  the  issuance  of  a 5 schill- 
ing piece,  0.835  line,  having  a gross 
weight  of  15  grams. 

The  obverse  of  the  coin  (CW  No.  7) 
pictures  the  Madonna  of  Mariazell,  a 
miracle'working  statue  enshrined  in  a 
chapel  in  a tiny  village  in  Styria.  The 
image  of  the  Virgin,  scarcely  18  inches 
high  and  carved  in  lime  tree  wood,  had 
been  an  object  of  veneration  for  ceiv 
turies  and  had  caused  the  village  of 
Mariazell  to  become  the  most  frequented 
sanctuary  in  all  of  Austria.  The  image 
of  the  Virgin  was  presented  to  Mariazell 
in  1 157  and  is  now  enshrined  in  a chapel 
lavishly  adorned  with  objects  of  silver, 
gold  and  other  costly  materials. 
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AUSTRIA 

Coins  of  the  World  No.  17 

Austria’s  Federal  Monetary  Law  of 
December  20,  1924  established  a new 
monetary  unit,  the  schilling.  It  also 
provided  for  a new  silver  currency  with 
a two  schilling  piece  as  the  highest  de' 
nomination.  The  2 schilling  coins  struck 
in  accordance  with  this  legislation  were 
all  commemorative  pieces  (Gedenkmuiv 
Zen)  and  they  form  an  attractive  series 
of  ten  coins,  this  first  dated  1928  and  the 
last  1937. 

The  latter  coin  (CW  No.  17)  com' 
memorates  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
Karlskirche  in  Vienna.  At  the  same  time 
the  piece  honors  the  memory  of  the 
Viennese  architect,  Fischer  von  Erlach, 
the  designer  ol  the  impressive  structure. 
Fischer  von  Erlach,  who  brought  the 
Austrian  baroque  style  to  its  perfection, 
is  said  to  have  been  largely  instrumental 
in  giving  Vienna  its  individual  character 
thru  the  beautiful  buildings  created  by 
his  genius.  The  facade  of  the  Karlskirche 
is  depicted  on  the  obverse  of  the  coin. 
This  view  shows  to  advantage  the  huge 
oval  dome  which  is  one  of  the  remarkable 
features  of  the  church  and  also  the 
pillared  portico  flanked  by  two  tall 
columns.  The  latter  are  carved  with 
reliefs  of  incidents  in  the  life  of  the 
patron  saint  and  were  probably  inspired 
by  the  column  of  Trajan  in  Rome. 
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CAPTAIN  ROBERT  HENLEY 
(Victory  of  Lake  Champlain) 


Bust  of  Captain  Henley,  in  uniform, 
to  right.  In  Latin:  “Robert  Henley, 
commander  of  the  Eagle.  The  palm  of 
bravery  will  flourish  forever.' 

The  reverse  design  is  similar  to  the 
Macdonough  and  Cassin  medals. 

A Virginian  by  birth  (1783),  Henley 
entered  the  navy  as  a midshipman  and 
served  under  Truxton  on  the  Constelld' 


tion.  H e was  second  in  command  to 
Macdonough  in  the  victory  on  Lake 
Champlain,  and  for  his  conduct  in  this 
action  received  the  gold  medal  shown.  In 
1825  he  was  made  captain  and  served  in 
the  home  squadron  and  in  the  West 
Indies  for  several  years.  He  died  on 
Sullivan's  Island,  South  Carolina,  in 
1828. 


LIEUTENANT  STEPHEN  CASSIN 
(Victory  of  Lake  Champlain) 


Bust  of  Lieutenant  Cassin,  in  uniform, 
to  right.  In  Latin : “Stephen  Cassin, 
commander  of  the  Tieonderoga.  What 
region  of  earth  is  not  full  of  our  works." 

Reverse  is  similar  to  the  Macdonough 
and  Henley  medals. 

Born  in  Philadelphia  in  1783,  Cassin 
entered  the  navy  as  a midshipman  in 


1800,  and  saw  service  off  Tripoli.  In 
1807  he  was  a lieutenant  and  for  the 
action  on  Lake  Champlain  was  given 
his  masters  rank  and  a gold  medal.  He 
became  a captain  in  1825  and  for  several 
years  was  head  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Washington  D.  C.  He  died  there  in 
1857. 


CAPTAIN  LEWIS  WARRINGTON 
(Capture  of  the  Epervier) 


Bust  of  Captain  Warrington,  in  uni' 
form,  to  right.  Latin  inscription:  “Lewis 
Warrington,  American  naval  command' 

it 

er. 

Reverse — Latin  inscription:  “Prepared 
to  conquer  or  die  for  his  country." 
Naval  action  between  the  U.  S.  sloop'oT 
war  Peacoc\  (18  guns)  and  the  British 
brig'oTwar  Epervier  (18  guns).  The 
Peacoc\  is  firing  her  broadside,  and  the 
Epervier  has  lost  her  main  topmast.  In 
exergue:  Between  the  American  vessel 
Peacock  and  the  English  vessel  Epervier 
March  29,  1814.  Size  40,  designed  by 
Furst. 


Born  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia  in 
1782,  Lewis  Warrington  became  a mid' 
shipman  in  the  navy  in  1800,  and  served 
in  Tripoli  under  Preble.  He  was  pro' 
moted  to  lieutenant  in  1807  and  to 
master'commandant  in  1813.  The  eiv 
gagement  between  his  vessel  Peacoc\  and 
the  British  Epervier  won  him  the  gold 
medal  shown,  and  the  promotion  to  cap' 
tain.  He  later  served  in  the  Naval 
Board.  In  1842  he  was  made  chief  of 
the  ordnance  and  hydrographic  bureau 
of  the  Navy  Department.  He  died  while 
in  this  service  in  1851. 
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CAPTAIN  JOHNS  I ON  BLAKELEY 
(Capture  of  the  Reindeer) 


Bust  of  Captain  Blakeley,  in  uniform, 
to  right.  In  Latin : “Johnston  Blakeley, 
Captain  of  the  American  Federal  Re- 
public’s vessel  Wasp.” 

Reverse—  In  Latin  “Alas!  twice  con- 
queror, thy  country  laments  and  applauds 
thee.”  Naval  action  between  the  U.  S. 
sloop-of-war  Wasp  (18  guns)  and  the 
British  Reindeer  (18  guns).  The  Wasp, 
to  windward,  is  firing  her  port  broadside. 
The  British  vessel  is  striking  her  colors. 
Exergue:  In  Latin:  Between  the  Ameri- 
can vessel  Wasp  and  the  English  vessel 
Reindeer  June  28,  1814.  Size  40,  de- 
signed by  Furst. 

Johnston  Blakeley  was  born  in  Ire- 


land and  brought  to  this  country  by  his 
parents  when  an  infant.  The  family 
settled  in  North  Carolina,  but  Blakeley’s 
parents  both  died  when  he  was  still  a 
child.  As  a midshipman  he  served  in 
the  Tripoli  campaign  and  in  1813  as 
a lieutenant  he  commanded  the  Enter- 
prize,  and  later  in  the  same  year  became 
master-commandant  of  the  Wasp.  For 
his  distinguished  action  in  fighting  and 
destroying  the  British  Reindeer,  he  was 
given  the  gold  medal  illustrated.  A short 
time  later  the  Wasp,  under  his  com- 
mand, was  cruising  off  the  French  coast, 
and  apparently  became  lost  at  sea,  as  no 
further  news  of  her  was  ever  reported. 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  BIDDLE 
(Capture  of  the  Penguin) 


Bust  of  Captain  Biddle,  in  uniform, 
to  right.  Inscription:  “The  Congress  of 
the  U.  S.  to  Capt.  James  Biddle,  for  his 
gallantry  good  conduct  and  services.” 

Reverse — The  inscription:  “Capture 
of  the  British  Ship  Penguin  by  the  U.  S. 
ship  Hornet.”  Naval  action  between  the 
Hornet  (18  guns)  and  the  Penguin  (19 
guns).  The  Hornet  is  raking  the  Penguin 
and  the  British  vessel  has  lost  her  main- 
top-gallant-mast.  In  the  distance  is  the 
peak  of  Tristan  d’Acunha.  Exergue: 
Off  Tristan  d’Acunha  March  XXIII 
MDCCCXV.  The  medal  is  size  40, 
designed  by  Furst. 

A native  of  Philadelphia,  Biddle  en- 
tered the  navy  as  a midshipman  in  1800 
and  served  in  the  Mediterranean  with 
Captain  Bainbridge.  He  was  wrecked 


in  the  Philadelphia  and  was  kept  prison- 
er for  almost  two  years  in  Tripoli.  In 
1812  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  Wasp  he 
saw  the  action  of  the  capture  of  the 
Frolic.  For  his  conduct  he  was  then 
promoted  to  master-commandant  and 
while  in  this  command  on  the  Hornet 
captured  the  Penguin  and  was  awarded 
the  gold  medal  shown.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  promoted  to  captain.  During 
1830-32  he  commanded  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  from  1838-42  was  governor 
of  the  Naval  Asylum  in  Philadelphia. 
In  1845  he  again  went  to  sea  as  com- 
mander of  the  East  India  squadron. 
During  the  Mexican  war  he  saw  duty 
off  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico.  He  died 
in  his  native  Philadelphia  in  1848. 
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CAPTAIN  CHARLES  STEWART 
(Capture  of  the  Cyane  and  of  the  Levant) 


Bust  of  Captain  Stewart,  in  uniform, 
to  right.  In  Latin,  the  inscription: 
“Charles  Stewart,  Captain  of  the  Amerh 
can  vessel  Constitution.’’ 

Reverse-  In  Latin:  “He  snatched 
victory  from  two  vessels  with  one.” 
Naval  action  between  the  Constitution 
C 2 guns)  and  the  British  frigates  Cvane 
(24  guns)  and  Levant  (21  guns).  The 
Constitution,  to  windward,  is  opening 
her  port  battery  on  the  Levant:  both 
British  vessels  are  returning  her  fire 
from  their  starboard  batteries.  Exergue: 
(in  Latin)  “Between  the  American  vessel 
Constitution  and  the  English  vessels 
Levant  and  Cyane  on  the  20th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1815.”  Medal  is  size  40,  designed 
by  Furst. 

Charles  Stewart  was  born  in  Phil- 
adelphia in  1778  and  went  from  the 
merchant  service  into  the  navy  as  a 


lieutenant  in  1798.  He  served  in  the 
West  Indies  and  in  the  Tripoli  cam- 
paign. His  vessel,  the  Siren,  was  part  of 
the  escort  of  Decatur’s  “ Intrepid ” on 
her  mission  to  Tripoli  to  blow  up  the 
captured  Philadelphia.  For  Stewart’s 
part  in  this  action  he  was  promoted  to 
master-commandant  and  in  1806  he  be- 
came captain.  His  brilliant  strategy  in 
the  action  against  the  two  British  vessels, 
won  him  the  gold  medal  illustrated. 
During  the  years  1816  to  1823  he  com- 
manded in  both  the  Mediterranean  and 
in  the  Pacific.  He  served  on  the  Naval 
Board  and  later  commanded  the  Navy 
Yard  at  Philadelphia.  In  1857  he  was 
placed  on  the  retirment  list  but  was  made 
active  again  in  1859  as  senior  flag  officer. 
In  1862  he  was  appointed  rear-admiral 
on  the  retired  list,  and  he  died  at 
Bordentown,  New  Jersey  in  1869. 


Domestic  Coinaqe  Executed,  by  Mints, 

Durinq  the  Month  of  January,  1948 

Denomination  Philadelphia  San  Francisco  Denv  er 

SILVER 

Half  dollars  

Quarter  dollars  8424,000.00  8488,000.00 

Dimes  


MINOR 

Five-cent  pieces  149,200.00  

One-cent  pieces  329,800.00  8132,000.00  144,950.00 
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1947  COINS  WITH  THE  MAPLE  LEAF 


Canada  along  with  all  other  parts  of 
the  British  Empire,  is  making  a change 
in  the  obverse  die  of  all  its  coins  to 
leave  off  from  the  King’s  title  “et  ind 
imp”  (and  Emperor  of  India). 

The  new  dies  for  the  Canadian  coins 
are  not  yet  ready.  Because  of  the  de- 
mand for  10c  and  25c  pieces,  the  Mint 
has  struck  a small  quantity  of  these  with 
the  1947  dies  and  with  that  date.  These 
coins  can  he  identified  from  the  regular 
issue  of  1947  by  a miniature  maple  leaf 
which  follows  after  the  date. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  strike  other 
coins  with  a similar  designation  from  the 
old  dies  and  if  so  they  will  be  similarly 
marked.  As  yet  it  is  not  known  how 
many  denominations  will  be  struck  in 
this  way  or  what  the  quantities  will  be 
but  the  present  indications  are  that  the 
issue  will  be  extremely  small. 

It  will  be  realized  that  this  situation 
is  very  similar  to  that  which  led  to  the 
issuance  of  the  “dot”  coins  of  1936  which 
were  struck  in  the  denominations  of  lc, 
10c  and  25c.  Because  of  the  fact  that 
numismatists  did  not  realize  that  this 
latter  variety  existed  until  approximately 
last  year,  very  few  of  them  are  to  be 
found  in  collections.  A 25c  piece  in 
considerably  worn  condition  was  sold 
recently  for  $4.00.  This  piece  in  un- 
circulated condition  would  readily  bring 
today  at  least  $8.00.  The  le  and  10c 
pieces  which  were  struck  in  somewhat 
larger  numbers  have  proven  even  more 
difficult  to  locate,  and  very  few  collec- 
tions contain  either  of  these  other  de- 
nominations. 

1921 — 50c  Piece 

As  I previously  mentioned,  this  coin 
is  proving  to  be  the  most  rare  in  the 
entire  regular  series  of  Canada.  I now 
suggest  a corrected  valuation  for  this 


coin  of  $35  in  fine  condition  and  $50 
in  uncirculated  condition. 

I know  of  only  four  of  these  pieces 
being  in  collections-  Mr.  Octave  Pelle- 
tier, Professor  Prince,  the  Chateau  de 
Ramczay,  and  my  personal  collection 
each  contain  one. 

1921 — 5c  Piece 

This  rare  coin  continues  to  be  in  tre- 
mendous demand  among  collectors  of  the 
regular  Canadian  series.  Mr.  Norman 
Mason  of  Toronto  tells  me  that  he  has 
arranged  to  have  a duplicate  of  this  coin 
auctioned  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  this  coming  sum- 
mer. It  will  be  most  interesting  as  to 
what  price  it  will  bring  as  never  before 
has  it  appeared  in  auction  on  this  con- 
tinent. While  the  known  number  of 
these  pieces  in  collections  is  at  least 
three  times  that  of  the  1921  50c  pieces, 
it  is  likely  that  it  will  bring  a price  at 
action  fully  up  to  if  not  in  excess  of 
the  valuation  as  given  in  the  last  issue 
of  THE  COINS  AND  TOKENS  OF 
CANADA.”  It  is  a very  rare  piece 
which  will  greatly  enhance  in  value  as 
the  collecting  of  this  series  continues  to 
increase. 

Study  of  17,000  Cents 

Mr.  G.  R.  L.  Potter,  member  of  the 
Ottawa  Coin  Club,  recently  undertook 
the  study  of  an  accumulation  of  17,000 
small  Canadian  cents.  This  study  only 
yielded  the  following  number  of  the 


scarcer  dates: 

1922  10 

1923  7 

1924  8 

1925  9 

1926  17 

1927  29 

1930  31 
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Canadian  Coin  Notes 


As  will  be  appreciated  the  number 
found  was  in  fairly  close  ratio  to  the 
number  coined  in  those  years  to  the 
total  number  of  small  cents  that  have 
been  minted.  In  this  accumulation  there 
wasn't  ,i  single  example  of  the  1936 
"dot”  cent. 

W.  C.  Ronson  is  Named  Canada’s 
Mint  Master 

W.  C.  Ronson,  who  tor  ten  years  has 
been  Assistant  Deputy  Finance  Minister, 
was  named  this  last  year  new  Master  of 
the  Royal  Canadian  Mint.  This  post 
was  vacant  tor  three  years  following 
the  death  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Ewart. 

Barrett  Token 

This  token  listed  by  Breton  as  747, 
comes  in  two  varieties — a short  and  long 
"1”  on  reverse.  The  difference  in  the 
length  of  the  figure  is  very  noticeable. 

Porcheron  Tokens 

For  years  these  tokens  have  been  a 


mystery  to  many  collectors,  although  well- 
known  because  of  considerable  quantities 
that  were  issued.  They  all  have  on  the 
obverse  the  name  “E.  D.  Porcheron” 
with  the  initials  “B.  B.”  in  the  center 
and  Montreal  shown  as  the  city  of  issu- 
ance. They  come  with  a series  of  dis- 
tinctive reverses.  They  are  almost  in- 
variably struck  in  lead.  These  tokens 
have  but  little  interest  as  they  never 
served  any  legitimate  purpose. 

A well-known  Canadian  numismat- 
ist of  years  ago  secured  a punch  used 
by  Mr.  Porcheron  to  stamp  his  plug 
tobacco  which  he  manufactured.  This 
punch  was  employed  as  an  obverse  die 
and  was  used  in  conjunction  with  a num- 
ber of  improvised  dies  including  medallic 
dies  to  strike  the  many  varieties  of  these 
tokens.  They  were  used  by  this  col- 
lector to  exchange  for  other  varieties  of 
Canadian  tokens.  This  was  during  a 
period  when  Canadian  token  collecting 
was  at  its  height  and  when  anything 
resembling  a token  was  greatly  sought 
after  by  collectors  of  the  Canadian  series. 


Domestic  Coinaqe  Executed,  by  Mints, 

Durinq  the  Month  of  February,  ! 948 

Denomination  Philadelphia  San  Francisco  Denver 


SILVER 

Half  dollars  

Quarter  dollars  $431,000.00  8494,000.00 

Dimes  

MINOR 

Five-cent  pieces  173,400.00  

One-cent  pieces  381,000.00  $142,000.00  148.300.00 
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COINS  OF 

NICARAGUA 

The  most  recent  coinage  struck  for 
Nicaragua  differs  in  weight  and  diameter 
from  the  1943  issue.  The  alloy  is  like' 
wise  different  from  the  earlier  coins. 

Coinage  struck  in  accordance  with 
Legislative  Decree  No.  264  of  25  August, 
1943.  Coins  dated  1943.  Composition 
70%  copper;  30%  zinc. 


Denomination 

Weight 

Diameter 

25  Centavos 

7.5  gr. 

27mm 

10  Centavos 

5.5  gr. 

24mm 

5 Centavos 

3.75  gr.  21mm 

1 Centavo 

2.5  gr. 

1 8mm 

Coinage  struck 

in  accordance  with 

Legislative  Decree 

No.  7 

of  April  18, 

1947.  Coins  dated 
75%  copper:  25% 

1946. 

nickel. 

Composition 

50  Centavos 

8 gr. 

26mm 

25  Centavos 

5 gr. 

23  mm 

10  Centavos 

4 gr. 

20mm 

5 Centavos 

5 gr- 

1 7mm 

GUATEMALA 

No  coinage  was  struck  hy  Guatemala 
during  the  years  1940  to  1942.  In  sue' 
cceding  years  the  following  coins  were 
minted. 

25  centavos — 1944,  45,  46,  47. 

10  centavos-  1943,  44,  45,  46,  47. 

5 centavos — 1943,  44,  45,  46,  47. 

2 centavos — 1944,  45. 

1 centavo— 1943,  45,  46,  47. 

Zl  centavo — 1946. 

The  coinage  is  governed  hy  these 
standards 


Denomination 

Alloy 

Weight 

Diameter 

50  centavos::: 

silver  720 
copper  280 

1 1 .94  gr. 

3 1 m m 

25  centavos 

copper  280 

8.33  gr. 

27mm 

1 0 centavos 

copper  280 

3.33  gr. 

2 1 m m 

5 centavos 

copper  280 

1 .66  gr. 

1 6mm 

2 centavos 

copper  700 

6.00  gr. 

27mm 

zinc  300 

1 centavo 

zinc  300 

3.00  gr. 

21mm 

Zl  centavo 

zinc  300 

1.50  gr. 

1 6mm 

Coinage  of  the  50  centavo  piece  is 

author' 

ized  by  Decree  of  November  29.  1947  (No. 
464).  As  yet,  however,  no  pieces  have 
been  struck. 


THE  WORLD 

HONDURAS 

A recent  dispatch  informs  us  that  no 
issues  of  national  coinage  were  struck  for 
Honduras  since  1939.  As  a result  an 
extreme  shortage  of  small  currency  he' 
came  apparent  as  early  as  1942.  This 
hampered  business  to  such  an  extent  that 
in  1943  the  government  was  prevailed 
upon  to  authorize  business  firms  to  mv 
port  United  States  half  dollars  (U.  S. 
$0.50  equals  1 Lempira)  and  ten  cent 
pieces.  More  recently  legislation  was  eiv 
acted  to  permit  the  import  of  U.  S.  five 
cent  coins.  These  United  States  coins 
circulate  side  hy  side  with  the  national 
coinage  of  Honduras. 

PORTUGAL 

The  following  is  a resume  of  the  coin' 
age  struck  for  Portugal  since  1942. 

10  Escudos — 1942. 

5 Escudos — 1942,  43,  44,  46,  47. 

2J/2  Escudos — 1942,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47. 

1 Escudo — 1942,  45,  46,  47. 

50  Centavos — 1944,  45,  46,  47. 

20  Centavos—  1943,  44,  45,  46. 

10  Centavos — 1942,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47. 

The  coins  are  minted  according  to 
these  specifications : 


Denomination 

Metal 

Weight 

Diameter 

_ „ , 1 Silver 

835 

1 2.5  gr. 

30mm. 

1 0 escudos 

Copper 

165 

Silver 

650 

7.0  gr. 

2 5 m m . 

i escudos  i r' 

\ Copper 

350 

2Zi  Escudos 

Copper 

350 

3.5  gr. 

20mm. 

Copper 

610 

8.0  gr. 

26.8mm. 

1 Escudo 

Nickel 

190 

Zinc 

200 

50  Centavos 

Zinc 

200 

4.5  gr. 

22.8mm. 

Copper 

9 50 

3.0  gr. 

20.5mm 

20  Centavos  • 

Tin 

20 

1 Zinc 

30 

1 0 Centavos 

Zinc 

30 

2.0  gr. 

1 7.5mm 

PORTUGUESE  COLONIES 

TIMOR 

Th  is  is  the  first  twentieth  century 
coinage  for  this  colony. 
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Coins  of  the  World 


50  Avos  Silver  1945  Ohv.  COLONIA 
DE  TIMOR.  Value  and  wreath. 
K.  Arms  and  globe  on  cross. 

20  Avos  Bronze  1945  Ohv.  Head  of  Re' 
public.  Iy . Arms  and  value. 

10  Avos  Bronze  1945  Obv.  Value  and 
wreath.  II.  Arms. 

PORTUGUESE  GUINEA 

5th  Centenary  of  the  Discovery  of 

Portuguese  Guinea. 

1 Escudo  Bronze  1946  Ohv.  V CEN- 
TENARIO  DA  DESCOVERTA 
GU1NE.  Crowned  shield.  ID  RE' 
PUBLICA  PORTUGUESA  1446' 
1946. 

50  Centavos  Bronze  1946  Similar. 


The  coins  may  be  described  as  fob 
lows 

2 Schillings:  REPUBLIK  OSTF.R' 
REICH,  Federal  coat  of  arms.  I>. 
Value  surrounded  by  grain,  grapes 
and  vine  leaves. 

1 Schilling:  Federal  coat  of  arms  and 
date.  ID  REPUBLIK  OSTER' 
REICH,  a striding  sower  and  value. 

50  Groschen:  REPUBLIK  OSTER' 
REICH,  Federal  coat  of  arms.  . 
FUNFZIG  GROSCHEN  and  date; 
on  either  side,  two  ears  of  grain. 

10  Groschen:  REPUBLIK  OSTER' 
REICH,  Federal  coat  of  arms.  Ft. 
Value  and  date,  beneath,  decora' 
tion  of  lion's  foot  and  gentian. 


PORTUGESE  INDIA 

Recent  issues: 

1 Rupia  silver  1947. 

Zl  Rupia  copper  nickel  1947. 

Za  Rupia  copper  nickel  1947. 

1 Tanga  Bronze  1947. 

MOZAMBIQUE 


NORWAY 

The  coinage  struck  tor  Norway  during 
the  War  years  consists  of  the  following: 


Copper-Nickel  (holed) 

1 Krone — 1939,  40,  46,  47. 

50  Ore — 1929,  40,  41,  45,  46,  47. 
25  Ore — 1939,  40,  46,  47. 

10  Ore — 1939,  40,  41,  45,  46,  47. 


Dates  not  shown  in  Coins  of  the 
World. 


Zinc  (no  hole) 


1 Escudo  Nickel  bronze  1945,  46. 

5 0 

Ore 

1941, 

50  Centavos  Nickel  bronze  1945. 

25 

Ore— 

-1943, 

10 

Ore- 

1941, 

AUSTRIA 

The  new  coins  ot  schilling  currency 
struck  in  accordance  with  Federal  Law  of 

5 

Ore 

1939, 

July  25,  1946  have  now  been  issued. 

9 

Ore- 

-1939, 

Technical  details  are 

1 

Ore- 

1939, 

Bronze 


Denomination 

Alloy 

I )iameter 

Weight 

2 schillings 

Alum.  ( 98.5  % ) 
Mag.  (1.5%) 

28m  m 

2.8  gr. 

1 schilling 

Mag.  (1.5%) 

25mm 

2.0  gt. 

50  groschen 

Mag.  (1.5%) 

2 2 m m 

1 .4  gr. 

1 0 groschen 

Zinc 

21mm 

3-5  gr. 

Iron 


5 Ore—  1941,  42,  43,  44,  45. 
2 Ore— 1943,  44,  45. 

1 Ore— 1942,  43,  44,  45. 
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WERE  MATCHES  USED  AS  CURRENCY  IN 
THE  ARCTIC  GOLD  RUSH 

By  PHARES  O.  SIGLER 


Most  collectors  of  odd  and  curious 
monies  are  at  one  time  or  another  accused 
of  including  many  purely  barter  items  in 
their  collections  so  it  may  seem  strange 
for  one  such  collector  to  present  argu- 
ments that  a commodity  allegedly  used 
as  currency  was  not  in  fact  so  used.  The 
conception  of  this  article  dates  back  to 
pre-war  days  when  I purchased  several 
blocks  of  Chinese  matches  from  a numis- 
matic dealer  in  the  middle  west  who  in- 
formed me  that  they  were  used  as  cur- 
rency during  the  Alaskan  gold  rush. 
Later  a prolonged  trip  to  the  Arctic 
gave  me  time  and  opportunity  to  per- 
sonally look  into  the  matter. 

These  old-fashioned  matches  are  made 
in  blocks  without  complete  severance  so 
that  the  non-lighting  ends  of  the  matches 
are  held  together  at  the  bottom  in  such 
a way  that  one  can  be  taken  olf  when 
needed  without  disturbing  the  others. 
Each  block  holds  about'  100  of  these 
slender  matches. 

Any  sportsman  who  has  camped  many 
miles  from  the  nearest  inhabitant  and 
then  found  himself  without  matches  can 
readily  understand  their  importance  to 
the  hardy  pioneers  who  went  in  search 
of  Arctic  gold.  Wickersham  1 says  ot 
these  men:  “Before  leaving  the  cabin  for 
the  day’s  work,  or  a visit  to  a neighbour, 
or  a trip  to  town,  the  occupant  would 
invariably  cut  enough  shavings  from  the 
dry  wood  always  in  the  shelter  of  the 
door,  and  arrange  the  shavings  and  wood 
in  the  stove  ready  for  a quick  fire,  and 
leave  a square  block  of  matches  in  sight, 
so  that  one  coming  in,  sometimes  almost 
perishing  from  cold,  or  wet  from  the 
treacherous  overflow  of  water  beneath 


the  snow,  might  make  a fire  with  the 
least  possible  waste  of  time.” 

Another  author  2 states:  “Nothing  in 
this  country  can  take  the  place  of  the 
old-fashioned  sulphur  match. ***A  block 
of  a hundred  will  take  up  much  less 
space  than  50  of  the  other  kind  of  match, 
and  the  blocks  may  be  freely  carried  in 
any***pocket  without  fear  of  accidental 
ignition”.  Many  prospectors  were  severe- 
ly injured  by  falling  in  slippery  ice  and 
igniting  matches  carried  in  their  hip 
pockets. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  obvious  that 
these  matches  were  in  great  demand 
during  the  gold  rush  but,  of  course,  it 
doesn’t  follow  that  they  were  used  as 
money.  We  learn  that  one  miner  who 
had  saved  a few  of  these  Chinese  matches 
sold  them  “one  block  to  a man,  four  bits 
a throw”  3.  Peary  4 lists  matches  among 
the  trade  articles  he  used  to  bargain  with 
Eskimos  for  sled  dogs.  Another  visitor 
to  the  Arctic 5 reports  the  following 
conversation  between  two  travellers  he 
met  there:  “ 'Bring  any  trading  goods 
with  you?’  'Mostly  matches’,  he  replied. 
'That’s  what  these  people  (Eskimo)  want 
more’n  anything.’  ” Again  we  find  that: 
“A  young  man  from  the  south  end  of 
the  island,  who  had  left  a pair  of  magni- 
ficent walrus  tusks  with  the  trader  in 
March,  received  as  payment  in  August 
the  following:  2 squares  of  matches  (100 
each),  1 pound  of  leaf  tobacco  (value  30 
cents),  and  2 needles.”0 

The  above  quoted  statement's  are  the 
only  mention  of  matches  that  1 was  able 
to  find  in  numerous  books  on  Arctic 
history  and  the  conclusion  is  clear  that, 
although  they  were  a valuable  commodity 
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and  trade  article,  they  were  not  a media 
of  exchange.  Needless  to  say  there  is 
enough  other  “funny  money”  left  in  the 
world  that  collectors  should  not  feel  too 
disappointed  at  the  result  of  our  inquiry. 
They  can  either  give  their  matches  to  a 
match  collector,  or  use  them  as  a founda' 
tion  tor  a new  hobby.  Personally,  I 
would  recommend  the  former  method  of 
disposition. 

i W ickcrsham,  James.  Old  Yukon.  Wash. 
D.  C.  1938.  p.  53. 

- Stuck,  Hudson.  — Ten  Thousand  Miles 
W ith  a Dog  Sled.  p.  242. 

Davis,  Mary  Lee.  — Uncle  Sam’s  Attic. 
1930..  p.  338. 

1 Peary,  Robert  E.  — The  North  Pole.  N.  Y. 
1910.  p.  73. 


Irwin,  David.  — One  Man  Against  the 
North.  N.  Y.  1941.  p.  216. 

Department  ot  Interior.  Census  Office. 
Report  on  the  Population  and  Resource? 
ol  Alaska  at  the  11th  Census.  1890.  Wash. 
D.  C.  1893.  p.  115. 


TIN  MONEY 

In  his  dealings  with  the  Indians,  Gen 
eral  Sutter  used  his  own  tokens  of  tin, 
with  a st.ir  in  the  middle  and  holes 
punched  around  the  outside  of  the  ring, 
each  hole  representing  a day’s  work. 

Tram,  Arthur.  The  Story  of  Everyday 
Things.  A[-  Y.  1941.  p.  316. 


A Long  Audited  Publication 


COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 

Nineteenth  Century  Issues 


Containing  an  extensive  list  of  the  silver  and  minor  coins  issued 
!>v  the  count ries  ol  the  whole  world,  their  colonies  or  dependencies, 
with  illustrations  of  the  principal  or  morst  interesting  types  and  giving 
the  average  valuation  among  collectors  and  dealers. 

Probahlv  the  most  extensivelv  illustrated  hook  on  coins  ever 
published. 


\ geographical  arrangement  ot  the  contents  presents  the  closely 
allied  coinages  in  their  proper  sections  and  avoids  the  artificial  group- 
ings resulting  from  an  alphabetical  arrangement. 


Large  octavo,  full  cloth,  over  250  pages 

Price  $3.50  net 

May  he  ordered  from  any  coin  dealer 


WAY  T E 

P.  ().  BOX  431 


R A Y M 0 N 1) , INC. 

MINEOLA,  N.  Y. 
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SETS  OF  UNITED  STATES  COINS 

FOR  SALE 

Proof  cents  1856  to  1909  without  1908  S and  1909  S.  The  1856  is  very 
slightly  rubbed:  1857  is  uncirculated,  proof  surface:  1858  small  letters 
uncirculated:  1864  L uncirculated  red:  1870,  71  uncirculated  red:  the 
1877  is  brilliant  bright  red.  A very  desirable  set.  Price  $700.00 


Without  1856. 


Price  $5  50.00 


Lincoln  Cents  1909'  1947.  Complete  uncirculated  set,  specially  selected. 
The  early  coins  all  have  a good  color.  Price  $175.00 

Two  Cent  Pieces  1864-1873.  All  nice  proofs.  Includes  the  1864  small 
motto  which  has  a purple  red  color.  A rare  set.  Price  $2  50.00 

Three  Cent  Pieces  (nickel)  1865' 1889.  Including  1887  over  86.  Brilliant 
proofs.  The  set  $275.00 

Liberty  Head  Five  Cent  Pieces  1883' 1912.  Philadelphia  mint.  Includes 
both  varieties  of  1883.  Brilliant  proofs.  The  set  $155.00 


Dimes  1858  to  1891  Philadelphia  mint.  Liberty  seated  type.  Brilliant 
proofs.  The  set  $170.00 

Dimes  1892T916  Philadelphia  mint.  Brilliant  proofs  except  1916  which 
is  uncirculated.  The  set  $115.00 


I 


Commemorative  Half  Dollar  Type  Collection.  The  complete  set  of  47 
pieces.  Uncirculated  condition.  Price  $2  50.00 


7 All  sets  are  put  up  in  regular  National  Coin  Album  pages  with  hinders. 
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Domestic  Coinage  Executed,  by  Mints, 
During  the  Month  of  December,  1947. 


Denomination 

SILVER 

Half  dollars — Regular 

Half  Dollars — Booker  T.  Wash. 

Quarter  dollars 

Dimes 

MINOR 
Five-cent  pieces 
One-cent  pieces 


Philadelphia 


San  Francisco 


Denver 


#1,779,000.00 

1,041,000.00 


#50,008.50 

353.000. 00 

984.000. 00 


#50,008.50 

975.700.00 

790.500.00 


251,800.00  8,800.00 

98.050.00  33,000.00  104,000.00 


Coinage  Executed  for  Foreign  Governments 


Mint 

Country  Metal 

De 

nomination  18 

*o.  of  Pieces 

Philadelphia 

Dominican  Rep.  Bronze 

1 

Centavo 

3,000.000 

Philadelphia 

Saudi  Arabia  Silver 

1 

Rival 

/ 

5,000,000 

San  Francisco 

Philippines  Silver 

1 

Peso  (McArthur  com.) 

100,000 

San  Francisco 

Philippines  Silver 

50 

Centavos  (McArthur  com.) 

200,000 

8,300,000 


Domestic  Coinage  Executed,  by  Mints, 
During  the  Calendar  Year  1947 


Denomination 

Philadelphia 

San  Francisco 

Denver 

SILVER 

Half  dollars — Regular 

#2,047,000.00 

#1,950,300.00 

Half  dollars — Commemorative: 

50,008.50 

#50,008.50 

50,008.50 

Booker  T.  Washington 

Quarter  dollars  

5,639,000.00 

1,383,000.00 

3,834,600.00 

Dimes  - 

12,152,000.00 

3,484,000.00 

4.683,500.00 

MINOR 

Five-cent  pieces  

4,750,000.00 

1,236,000.00 

1,891,100.00 

One-cent  pieces  

1,905,550.00 

990,000.00 

1,947,500.00 
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Our  Specialty  is 

UNITED  STATES  COINS  IN  SETS 

Selected  Specimens 


Small  Cents.  Flying  eagle  and  Indian 
head  1856  to  1909.  Including  1864  L 
and  both  mint  marks.  Uncirculated. 

Small  Cents.  The  same  set,  all  of  the 
coins  in  proof  condition  except  1 864  L 
and  two  mint  marks. 

Small  Cents.  Lincoln  head  1909  to  1947. 
Includes  all  dates  and  mint  marks.  Un- 
circulated. 

Two  Cent  Pieces.  1 864  to  1873  includes 
the  1864  with  small  motto  uncirculated. 
Balance  of  coins  in  proof  condition. 

Two  Cent  Pieces.  1864  to  1873  same 
as  preceding.  All  uncirculated  except 
1873  proof. 

Nickel  Three  Cents.  1865  to  1889  ill' 
eludes  both  varieties  of  1887.  Proofs. 

Nickel  Three  Cents.  1865  to  1889 
Dates  1865  to  1876  uncirculated,  bah 
ance  proofs. 

Nickel  Five  Cents.  1866T883  Shield 
type.  Includes  both  varieties  of  1867. 
Proofs  with  the  exception  of  1867  with 
rays,  uncirculated. 

Nickel  Five  Cents.  1883T912.  Liberty 
head.  Includes  both  varieties  of  1883. 
Proofs. 

Nickel  Five  Cents.  1913-1938.  Indian 
head.  Includes  all  dates  and  mints.  Uiv 
circulated  with  exception  of  1926  S. 
1927  S very  fine. 

Nickel  Five  Cents.  1938T947.  Includes 
all  dates  and  mints.  Uncirculated. 


Silver  Three  Cents.  185  IT  873.  In- 
cludes 1851  O.  Dates  1851  to  1857 
uncirculated,  1858  to  1873  proofs. 


Half  Di 

to  1873. 

mes.  Philadelphia 
Proofs. 

mint.  1858 

Dimes.  1858 
mint.  Proofs. 

to 

1896. 

Philadelphia 

Dimes. 

1892 

to 

1916 

Philadelphia 

mint.  Proofs  except  1916. 

Dimes.  1916  to  1945.  Mercury  head. 
All  dates  and  mints.  Uncirculated. 

Quarter  Dollars.  1858  to  1891.  Phila- 
delphia  mint.  Proofs. 

Quarter  Dollars.  1892  to  1916.  Phila' 
delphia  mints.  Proofs,  except  1916. 

Quarter  Dollars.  Washington  head. 
1932  to  1947.  All  dates  and  mints. 
Uncirculated. 

Half  Dollars.  1858  to  1891.  Phila' 
delphia  mint.  Proofs. 

Half  Dollars.  1892  to  1915.  Phila- 
delphia mint.  Proofs. 

Silver  Dollars.  1878  to  1904,  1921. 
Philadelphia  mint.  Proofs. 

Peace  Dollars.  1921  to  1935.  All  dates 
and  mints  struck.  Uncirculated. 

Trade  Dollars.  1873  to  1883.  Proofs. 

Commemorative  Half  Dollars.  Complete 
set  of  the  47  types.  Uncirculated. 

Commemorative  Gold  Dollars  and 

quarter  eagles  1903  to  1926.  Uncircu- 
lated. 


Note — Some  of  the  preceding  sets  are  not  always  in  stoc\.  The  sets  we  actually  have 
available  will  be  listed  in  each  Journal.  We  also  wish  to  buy  sets. 


Qnipo/iicurL  dmwuncsmsmiA 


To  hr  Published  about  June  1st 

COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 

TWENTIETH  CENTURY  ISSUES 

THIRD  EDITION 

With  a Large  Number  of  Revisions  and  Additions 
LARGE  8 VO.  CLOTH 

PRICE  £3.50 


To  be  Published  September  ] st 

THE  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF 

UNITED  STATES  COINS 

from  1 652  to  present  day 
THIRTEENTH  EDITION  1948 
LARGE  8 VO.  CLOTH 

PRICE  $3.50 

This  edition  has  been  purposely  held  up  due  to  the  extreme  con 
fusion  in  the  market  prices  of  nearly  all  United  States  Coins.  It 
will  carefully  reflect  the  1947T948  season  and  he  of  inestimable 
value  to  collectors. 

Advance  wholesale  orders  will  he  accepted  now.  Retail  orders  should 
he  held  until  announcement  of  publication. 


WAYTE  RAYMOND,  INC. 

P.  O.  BOX  431  MINEOLA,  N.  Y. 


